Gentry cademy
Admission, Enrollment, and Lottery Procedures

Policy Statement:

Admission to Gentry Academy is open to all students, without regard to ability, race, color,
creed, religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, status with regard to public
assistance, sexual orientation or disability or any other factors, other than the capacity of
the program, class, grade level, or building. A charter school cannot limit admission to
pupils on the basis of intellectual ability, measures of achievement or aptitude, or athletic
ability and may not establish any criteria or requirements for admission that are

inconsistent with [section 124E.11]
Minnesota Statutes 2021, section 124E.11

Board establishes open enrollment Period:

Each school year, the board establishes the open enrollment period applicable to the
following school year’s admissions and publishes the information in the school community;
for example; to enrolled families, staff, and the local community.

Notice to Currently Enrolled Students:

Prior to the open enrollment period, Gentry Academy asks families of currently enrolled
students to complete the “Intent to Return” form, regarding their plans of returning to the
school for the following year’s enrollment. This form is not binding, and existing students
have the right to return to the school regardless of whether or not how the “Intent to
Return” form is filled out. The school uses this response to provide assistance with Gentry
Academy’s planning and management.

Application Processing:

Gentry Academy allows for an in person or online enrollment application for potential
students. All applications are date and time stamped. The applications are made available
on the first day of the open enrollment period.

All applications receive during the enrollment period are automatically accepted for
enrollment unless more applications are received on the maximum grade enrollment
established by the board. In this situation, all submitted applications for that grade will
moved to the lottery system except for siblings of currently enrolled students, foster
children of parents currently enrolled students and children of staff employed by the
school.

Children of Employees of Gentry Academy;

Children of employees of Gentry Academy who have submitted an application before the
expiration of the open enrollment period, will be automatically enrolled unless the number


https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/124E.11

of children of employees exceeds the available seats within the grade. If the number of
children of employees exceeds the number of available seats in the grade, the Children of
Employee Lottery will be conducted. Children of employees are admitted to the school in
the order in which they are drawn in the lottery. If all available enrollment in a grade is
filled by children of employees, the Children of Employee Lottery continues to establish a
children of employee waitlist for each grade. This waitlist has preference over the sibling,
and foster siblings waitlist as well as the general waiting list.

Siblings of Admitted Students and Foster Children of Parents of Currently Enrolled
Students:

Siblings and Foster Siblings of already enrolled students, who have submitted an
application before the expiration of the open enrollment period will be automatically
enrolled unless the combined number of Siblings and Foster Siblings exceeds the available
seats within the grade. If the combined number of Siblings and Foster Siblings exceed
available enrollment at any grade, a Sibling and Foster Sibling Lottery will be conducted for
each grade. Sibling and Foster Siblings are admitted to the school in the order in which
they are drawn in the lottery. If grade enrollment is filled by Sibling and/or Foster
Siblings, the Siblings and Foster Sibling Lottery continues and a Sibling and Foster Sibling
waitlist is established. The Sibling and Foster Sibling waitlist has preference over the
General Waiting list.

Homeless youth and foster youth have additional legal protections which permit them to
enroll in a school, even if the school has reached its enrollment cap before documentation
and paperwork may be in place with the school. Please ensure compliance with the law
which provides for immediate enrollment of homeless, highly mobile and foster children in
anew school if it is in the child’s best interest, even if the child is unable to produce records
normally required for enrollment.

Admission Requirements and Enrollment:

Gentry Academy gives enrollment preference to a Minnesota resident pupil over pupils that
do not reside in Minnesota. Gentry Academy requires a pupil who does not reside in
Minnesota to annually apply to enroll.

Applications Received After the Open Enrollment Period Expires:

Applications received after the open enrollment period expires are automatically accepted
for enrollment if there are available seats in that grade. If there are no available seats in
the grade, applications received after the open enrollment period expires are added to the
waiting list for that grade in the order received.

Random Selection:
Gentry Academy conducts all lotteries through method of random selection.

Informational Meetings:



Gentry Academy provides informational meetings during the open enrollment period as
well as throughout the year. This allows all interested families and community members to
learn about the history, mission, philosophies, and educational objectives of the school.

General Admission in Lottery Procedures:
Order of Admission: Children of Employees, Siblings and Foster Siblings of enrolled
students, then General Admissions.

There will be no waiting list carry over from the previous year. Waiting lists do not
carry forward from the previous year, as each open enrollment period is considered a
different year. Lotteries and waiting lists are reestablished for Children of Employees,
Siblings and Foster Siblings, and General Admissions.

Once a student is enrolled in the school, the student is considered enrolled in the school
until the student formally withdraws or is expelled under the Pupil Fair Dismissal Act
in sections 121A.40 to 121A.56.

Important Dates:

November 1, 2024 - Enrollment opens for students for the academic year
2025-2026

February 14, 2025 - Deadline for families to commit to attending Gentry

February 14, 2025 at 4:00 pm - Deadline for applications to be included
in the lottery

Week of February 24th, 2025 - Enrollment lottery takes place

Week of March 3rd, 2025- Notification to families of lottery results
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